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had set a watch. They were found nearly empty.
But a ship from Panama looked promising; so
the pinnace started after her, but was fired on
and an Englishman was killed. Drake then fol-
lowed her, after cutting every cable in the harbor,
which soon became a pandemonium of vessels
gone adrift. The Panama ship had nothing of
great value except her news, which was that the
great treasure ship Nuestra Senora de la Concep-
tion, 'the chiefest glory of the whole South Sea/
was on her way to Panama.

She had a very long start; and, as ill luck would
have it, Drake got becalmed outside Callao,
where the bells rang out in wild alarm. The
news had spread inland and the Viceroy of Peru
came hurrying down with all the troops that he
could muster. Finding from some arrows that
the strangers were Englishmen, he put four hun-
dred soldiers into the only two vessels that had
escaped the general wreck produced by Drake's
cutting of the cables. When Drake saw the two
pursuing craft, he took back his prize crew from
the Panama vessel, into which he put his prisoners.
Meanwhile a breeze sprang up and he soon drew
far ahead. The Spanish soldiers overhauled the
Panama prize and gladly gave up the pursuit.